
CONSERVATION OF SCHOLARLY JOURNALS 

The AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION created this last year the Com- 
mittee on Aid to Libraries in War Areas, headed by JOHN R. RUSSELL, the 
Librarian of the UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER. The Committee is faced with 
numerous serious problems and hopes that American scholars and scien- 
tists will be of considerable aid in the solution of one of these problems. 

One of the most difficult tasks in library reconstruction after the first 
World War was that of completing foreign institutional sets of American 
scholarly, scientific, and technical periodicals. The attempt to avoid a 
duplication of that situation is now the concern of the Committee. 

Many sets of journals will be broken by the financial inability of the 
institutions to renew subscriptions. As far as possible they will be com- 
pleted from a stock of periodicals being purchased by the Committee. 
Many more will have been broken through mail difficulties and loss of 
shipments, while still other sets will have disappeared in the destruction 
of libraries. The size of the eventual demand is impossible to estimate, but 
requests received by the Committee already give evidence that it will be 
enormous. 

With an imminent paper shortage, attempts are being made to collect 
old periodicals for pulp. Fearing this possible reduction in the already 
limited supply of scholarly and scientific journals, the Committee hopes 
to enlist the cooperation of subscribers to this journal in preventing the 
sacrifice of this type of material to the pulp demand. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to mention the appreciation of foreign institutions and scholars for 
this activity. 

Questions concerning the project or concerning the value of particular 
periodicals to the project should be directed to WAYNE M. HARTWELL, 
Executive Assistant to the Committee on Aid to Libraries in War Areas, 
Rush Rhees Library, UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, Rochester, New York. 
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